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       Gregory P. Kurtz 
Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                              (216) 524-4131         

                                           

 
MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR SEPTEMBER 3, 2021  

 
 

 
Labor Day 
 

“Each person deserves a day away in which no problems are confronted, no solutions 
searched for. Each of us needs to withdraw from the cares which will not withdraw 
from us.” 

– Maya Angelou 

This quote seems very appropriate after everything we have had to navigate these past 18 
months due to the pandemic.   

I think it is important for us to rest, recharge, and remember that Labor Day is about 
celebrating the resilience of America’s workforce.  The changing realities, and uncertainties 
of our future have been stressful on everyone.  

While many people will gather for barbeques or head to the beach, first responders and 
healthcare workers will continue to report for duty as they do courageously every day.  

The most meaningful way to honor these front-line workers is to stay healthy, get 
vaccinated, wear a face mask when appropriate, and social distance.  

On behalf of all our elected officials, I want to thank the dedicated City employees who work 
hard every day to maintain the high level of services our residents deserve.  You each help to 
make the City of Independence the jewel that it is as a community. 

Regardless of how you plan to mark the long holiday weekend, please follow COVID-19 
safety protocols.  The recent, steady surge in new cases is a grim reminder that the virus is 
still with us.  Please keep groups small, wash your hands frequently, and wear a face 
covering when appropriate.   

I wish you and yours a restful and healthy Labor Day weekend.   
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Independence City Hall will be closed on 
Monday, September 6 in observance of Labor 
Day.  
 
If your trash is typically collected on Mondays, 
next week it will be pickup up on Tuesday, 
September 7.  
 
 

 
 
 
Restaurant Week 
 
Help us keep Independence’s economy strong by supporting local restaurants during the 

City’s first-ever Restaurant Week, September 10-19, 2021.   Now more than ever, our 

restaurants need the support of our community. We encourage everyone to visit their 

favorite restaurants, explore new dining venues, and become eligible to win gift cards.    

 

The Independence Restaurant Week is based on a spending threshold. Every $25 spent 

(dine-in, takeout, curbside pickup), earns a customer one (1) entry into a prize drawing, and 

every dollar helps our restaurant keep their doors open and their staff employed.   The City 

will retrieve all the entries and randomly pick winners after September 20th.  

 

                    

http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/news_detail_T49_R167.php
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Good Luck, Debbie Casentini! 

Debbie Casentini’s career with the City of Independence has spanned more than 30-years.  

She was originally hired in August 1991 to work on the grand opening of the Independence 

Civic Center.  She stayed with the Community Services Department until 2004, when she 

moved to the Independence Fire Department. 

Fire Chief Steve Rega said that for the past 17 years, Debbie has done an outstanding job as 

the first line of contact with the community for non-emergent issues. She had a big part in 

many of the department’s programs, most notably the Lifeline program.   She kept track of 

over 170 residents in this program as it grew over the years.     

With three different operational shifts at the department and personnel coming and going 

every day, Debbie was truly the go to person that kept things organized for the Fire 

Department.    Debbie loved working with the public and firefighters on a daily basis, and 

her favorite saying was always, “If you need me, just me call.   I will come in”.   

Thank you for your dedication and service to the community, Debbie. She is looking forward 

to spending more time with her husband Ricky, son Rick and daughter Caitlin.   

 

 

 

L-R: Fire Chief Rega, Debbie 

Casentini, Mayor Kurtz, Asst. Chief 

Wheeler 
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Pool News 

Weather permitting, the last day to enjoy the outdoor pool this season will be Monday, 

September 6.   Fortunately, the indoor pool will reopen on Tuesday, September 7.  

During the past two weeks, the indoor pool was scraped, cleaned, repainted, and sealed.  

 

 

Breast Cancer Awareness 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness month, and the 
Independence Fire Department is again holding 
its Breast Cancer Awareness T-Shirt sale.  To 
order, click here and scan the “QR” code with 
your cellphone.  Orders are accepted through 
September 15th.  

T-Shirts will be available for pick-up at the 
Independence Fire Department on Monday, 
September 27th.  

All proceeds will be donated to the Breast Cancer Fund of Ohio. 

 

One More Week  

The deadline to complete the 2021 Home Days Survey 

has been extended to Monday, September 6. 

The brief survey takes just about five minutes to 

complete.  You can access the survey here, from the 

home page of the City's website, or pick up a printed 

copy at the Civic Center.    

The fun will continue next month at the Fall Fest & 

Clambake on Sunday, September 26, at Elmwood 

Park. 

 

 

 

http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/Breast%20Cancer%20Awareness%20T-Shirts.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LRZPBB6
https://www.independenceohio.org/
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Download Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Legislative Review for the September 

14, 2021 City Council Meeting here.  

 

If you missed the Friday night SwiftReach call, read the transcript here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to 

Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, please ask them to 

email their name and email address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 

http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/legislative_reviews.php#outer-488
http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/legislative_reviews.php#outer-488
http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/government/mayor_s_office/latest_swiftreach.php#outer-499
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